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Through a combination of quality 
academic instruction and careful 
attention to these students’ unique 
needs, LMACS attempts to smooth the 
path not only to a high school diploma, 
but to a successful life.  Every aspect of 
the school is systematically designed to 
foster the psychological development of 
its students: from the schedule of the 
school day to required coursework in 
Life Skills, to an emphasis on school-to-
career transitions. 
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The problem of high school dropouts is a growing 
concern – a “national emergency” according to a 
recent study by the Ford Foundation.  Research on 
the needs of at-risk youth suggests that large, 
urban high schools are often failing these students.  
Modeled on the practices of four small, tailor-made 
high schools, this book provides lessons based 
what these schools are doing structurally and 
organizationally to help their students succeed.  
Specifically, these schools provide effective 
strategies in three areas: hiring policies, 
curriculum design, and community partnerships.   

Authors 
 
Jacqueline Elfiki 
Ferdinand Fuentes 
Margaret Maccini 
Margaret McDevitt 
John Roberts 
Virginia Warn 
 

To Order: 
 
http://www.psinnovation.org/order 
 

 
 


